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From Dock to Doxology
Romans 11:1-36

Introduction:
330h, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge df Go
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his
ways!
34“For who has known the mind of the Lord,

or who has been his counselor?”

Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid

% For from him and through him and to him are all things.

To him be glory forever. Amen.

35u

What a glorious doxology!

Whatever we do with chapter 11, it has to fit with thendexful reality that this section
ends with doxology.Doxa is the Greek word for glory and to sing a doxology means t
proclaim praise for God'’s glory.

Chapter 11 ends the section begun in ch.9 with gloriousepi@a God’s ways (v.33).

God'’s plan of redemption was so deep that no surfacerigeacould begin to grasp it.
For four thousand years there was profound attentionglaeen a single nation, a
single people. The entire OT Scriptures describettleataon God placed on a single
nation. The narratives bring us from creation to hutgaamd funnel all humanity down
to a single man named, Abraham, who becomes the fatiations. But only one of
those nations is singled out by God and grantegriesence and participation.

| want you to see that in ch. 11 we move from dock tatbgy.

Since the beginning of ch. 9, God has been called iddbk and placed on trial. The
charge is that God owes salvation to the Jews in oodérirh to be true to his covenant
promises and eternal purposes. But, given the widespreatior and murder of Jesus,
the vehement denial of Paul's gospel, it is cleartti@ivord of the Lord has failed.

The question on the dock since 9:6 deals with whetheotothe word of God has failed.
Has he rejected Israel. Paul's argumentation is poiant in three parts:

1. The word of God has not failed. There is a problerh wie prosecuting
attorney’s presuppositions.

A. The promise of salvation does not reside in the presgimtbraham’s
blood in one’s veins. Enter exhibit A: Ishmael v. IsHc9:7-8). “Itis
not the children of the flesh who are the children ofiG And it is not
simply about Abraham’s blood — both Isaac and Ishmael hadham’s
blood but different mothers.

B. So to remove all doubt, it’s not all about wombs eitHenter exhibit B:
Jacob v. Esau (cf. 10-13). Here the boys share thewwambé and one is
chosen and the other rejected before they are even Hdnas nothing to
do with Abraham’s blood and it has nothing to do with peakeffort. It



has everything to do with a sovereign God who does whaheveesires.
9:11 states that there was a purpose to God’s choosinggdte &ection
and the rest of ch. 9 demonstrates that the purposatafldttion was to
highlight God’s mercy (cf. 9:14-23).

C. Salvation has come only to those whom God has chgsehfeom any
merits of either works righteousness or blood linesteiegxhibit C: “My
People” v. “Not my people” (9:24-29). Just to be cleartang¢move all
doubt, God has now chosen to make a group his people wkmohhis
people. The Gospel of God'’s righteousness is how reaekiemgthe
pagan Gentile nations. God never promised spirituedsah to every
Jew. He simply said that there would always be a ratofalews who
believe (cf. 9:27). And more than that, salvation wawdn go as far as
the pagans. This was to highlight his mercy. To his el rejected
him, he would still be merciful to a chosen remnant. peaple that
were never his people, he would extend mercy to many.

2. The second part of Paul's argument showcases anothmrseun God’s electing
plan. Not only does he set out to highlight his mercynowt he sets out to
showcase faith. The way of salvation was alwayig of faith. But salvation
has missed the Jews at large because they stumblethewsttumbling stone.
They missed that it was all about faith in Christ arselead pursued a
righteousness of their own as if it were based orksvof the Mosaic Law. It was
never about performance, it was always about believfed, even in this blatant
rejection and unbelief on the apart of the Jews, Godtilbkept an outstretched
hand of invitation to all the Jews. | mean all of filesvs.

But wait a minute. That sounds incongruous. He neveredaosave all Jews, only a
remnant. And most of the Jews have missed the gosp&b dioe pursuit of establishing
their own righteousness based on law-keeping. And yets@blolds out hope for all
Jews? He still holds his hands outstretched to all’deviau mean he has not rejected
his people? His patience has not run out? That issgigche relation between 10:21
and 11:1

3. The third argument is made by Paul entering himself abiexhi(11:2-6). Paul
knows that God has not utterly rejected Jews simptplse Paul has received
the saving work of God’s faithful word. He is a part @tthelieving and
promised remnant.

So now what? That is what Paul asks in 11:7 (“What ther&b now what?
Doxology

Go with me to the doxology at the end for one moieube (11:33-36, esp. 33).
| want you to see three things from ch. 11:

1. God's plan for redemption was utterly surprising! (v. 33)

The redemptive plan of God has been to write a dramat altve reversal of fortunes — a
people who thought they were in are now out and a pedplenere never considered to



be in are now in. A people who never entered theaeeevinning the race and a people
who started the race are running in the wrong direction.

Paul knows that while God is still patient toward Jewnd still rescuing his remnant from
among the whole, there is a sense in which Israei snemy of the Gospel (v. 28; vv.7-
10)

Paul quotes Psalm 69:22-23 in 11:9-10 — in its context this i$ ps&ém written by
David about Israel's enemies. Now Paul has inserted!lsit® this context. There has
been a reversal of fortunes.

But, notice 9:11 — Did Israel stumble over Jesus so thattght be utterly fallen?
Paul’'s answer is, “By no means!” Rather, had thesJeot stumbled over Jesus, there
would be no crucifixion — no cross — and thus, no salvdtiothe world. And Jesus had
to be crushed under the Jewish system so that the Jeysigm could fall and be shown
as a means to a greater end. Salvation is not thrbegletvish system (OC) but through
Jesus and the New Covenant.

But know this, that while it is gracious and glorious to Geatile come to Christ it is
glorious and proper, if not natural, to see a Jew fireiprace their Messiah (cf. 11:12,
24)

You Gentiles need to see how utterly surprising this Gaspeéllo one could have seen
this ending!

But while there is a reversal of fortunes, your sabrats not complete yet!
2. God’s plan for redemption was totally sovereign (v. 34-35)

This plan is all God! Don’t you think for one minutettlgau have God on the hook for
anything! This is precisely the sin of the Jewish peopleey felt as though they were
safe and secure and “in.” Then they turned that safedysecurity into a means for
selfish lusts.

Paul spends a great deal of time warning us to not do whadlidth¢11:17-24).

God used the Jews to reach the world — Don'’t think for oneteithere was something
about you. There was nothing! It is to showcase gnaderercy that he saves anyone!

The warning here is for a persevering faith!
Cf. John 15:1-17
3. God's plan for redemption is completely splendid (v.36)

There is only one way for the gospel to be gloriousruist come by grace alone,
through faith alone, apart from works! God means to shse/the gospel — Christ (cf.
11:25-32).

This means that God is not on the hook for anythingthBieJews not Gentiles can
claim to have God on the hook. He does not owe the dewthing more than the true
meaning of his promises (cf. 11:29), and he never promisedatththe Gentiles.

There has been a leveling of the nations. All areess who stand in need of mercy (cf.
11:30-32)



Application:

The Jews have put God in the dock. They think they hameohithe hook — You owe
us!

The warning to the Gentiles is — don’t you now put Gotthendock. Your reversal of
fortunes has not come yet. Do not move now to wogtge@busness or to presuming that
God owes you something. Do not be proud and do not presume.

1. Inwhat ways do you put God in the dock? (usually taking enjg@out of its
context) All of human history and every human life about Christ. How do
you make it about you?

2. How will you showcase the glory of the gospel? Thg Weep God from being
called to the dock is to move to doxology. (sing theygtd the gospel by
highlighting signs of grace in others)



