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Introduction:

Christians need to be alarmed at the claim that Jeseed. Jesus was a very real human
being. It is absolutely astonishing to think that a very/maman being could be 100%
deity.

= Jesus grew up in a dusty village as the son of a carpenter.

= He lived during a time of political turmoil for his people.

= He experienced the full range of human emotions, frabridled joy to deep
SOrrow.

= He had friends and enemies.

= He perspired and got tired; he bled and died.

= Indeed, by some measures, he was not a particularlykabi@a man. He led no
army, held no political office, wrote no books, had ncevaif children, left no
estate, and never traveled even 100 miles from home.

Yet, for more than 2000 years, we find that billions of pedlve worshiped him as
their Lord and their God.

| love the way N.T. Wright begins the introduction te hook on worship:

How can you cope with the end a world and the beginning of
another one? How can you put an earthquake into autssst-or

the sea into a bottle? How can you live with theifigng thought

that the hurricane has become human, that the &sebecome
flesh, that life itself came to life and walked in oomdst?
Christianity either means that, or it means nothirtgis éither the
more devastating disclosure of the deepest reality invtrél, or

it's a sham, a nonsense, a bit of deceitful playagctiMost of us,
unable to cope with saying either of those things, condemn
ourselves to live in the shallow world in between. W&y not be
content there, but we don’t know how to escape.

The way of escape begins by setting your minds to pondemndevastating disclosures
revealed in Scripture about the person and work of Jasust Clt is the man Christ
Jesus who is the fire become flesh, life itselfkivad in our midst.

Let me do my best at setting your mind on some reaihgstating truths and pray that
God will unsettle us from living in the shallow endreélity and give us eyes to see the
deep realities of his existence and person.

| want our text today to be a sermon someone elselpda This sermon is an old one;
it is a timeless one. It is a sermon truly inspiredSoyg. This sermon is the book of
Hebrews. Let’s begin this morning with the sermon’siclg prayer:

1 N.T. Wright, For All God’s Worth (Grand Rapids, MI: Berans, 1997), 1.



Hebrews 13:20-21 (ESV)

2YNow may the God of peace who brought again from the dembard Jesus,
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of theaétavenant* equip you
with everything good that you may do his will, working intbiat which is
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom bg fgoever and ever.
Amen.

We do not know who wrote the book of Hebrews. Moshefancients ascribed it to
Paul, but we don’'t know. This passage, however, seemsPauline. It is a massive
run-on sentence with one simple main clause and a todifying clauses added on for
effect — grounding effect.

The main clause is simple: “May God equip you to do hi"wilhat’s it! Do you see
it? All I did was strip away all of the modifiers. ayl God of peace equip you to do his
will.

What a fitting and appropriate way to end a sermon likdtiok of Hebrews. For twelve
chapters he trumpeted the supremacy of Christ over iadjghiHe warned them and
urged them not to turn aside from following him with utmaltgiance. In chapter 13 he
gave them a list of nine exhortations as to how theyddoue out the supremacy of
Christ over all things in areas like relationshipsusdity and marriage, leadership and
submission and money. Now he parts paths with a pray@résent power — “May you
be equipped by God to do his will.” His will is clear: Jheeed to honor the supremacy
of Christ over all things.

The prayer is really built in two parts: (1) the quaet referring to an end (2) and the
other part consisting of the means to the end.

= The end — that you may be equipped to do his will.
= The means — by God working in you that which is pleasingsirsight.
Do you see that?

So the main concern, the central request is reallyysnple: May God equip you to do
his will by working in you that which is pleasing in hislsig

Do you understand the power behind that request?
Do you understand the need for that request?
THE NEED

The word for “equip” means to set something straight; @adnwhat has been broken; to
restore to usefulness again. It means to prepare somethitggooper use.

You see, we are all by nature utterly unfit to obewtiieof God; we do not know it; we
do not love it; we cannot do it. Only God can rendeitusifdoing his will. Unless
God works, we cannot.

Y ou Need Reconciliation

Now, first, the author says, God must work in otdesecure peace — that is —
reconciliation with Him. So he offers this requestht® God of peace. In answering the



guestion, why address God as the “God of peace,” he asdtaneously shows us the
power behind the request.

God is the God of peace because he secured our peace. Hisw8 very noteworthy.
He did it by preparing, by fitting, by equipping another madddnis will.

Go with me to the other place the word for “equiptisgd in the sermon to the Hebrews.

Hebrews 10:5-10 (ESV)

®Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he §8atrifices and
offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepareakef6in burnt
offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleagiteen | said, ‘Behold, |
have come to do your wilD God, as it is written of me in the scroll of theok.’

" 8\When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taleasure in sacrifices
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (tterseoffered according
to the law),” then he added, “Behold, | have come to do your will.” Heliabes
the first in order to establish the secoffdind by that will we have been
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesugs€hnce for all

The very God who perfectly equipped Jesus to do his wgjbing to the cross, thus
securing our sanctification, our peace, is the very gaagethe author now prays will fit
you and me to do his will. That’s one part of the arswl here is power in the request
because it is the same God. But there is more.

Back in our text, the God of peace raised Jesus fromieae by the blood of the eternal
covenant. Where does that come from?

Hebrews 9:11-15 (ESV)

1 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the goodsthiiag have come,
then through the greater and more perfect tent (not maddaands, that is, not
of this creation)*he entered once for all into the holy places, not bgms of the
blood of goats and calves hut by means of his own bkhog securing an eternal
redemption®For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood oéigoand
bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifiesterpurification of the flesH?
how much more will the blood of Christ, who through ¢bernal Spirit offered
himself without blemish to God, purify our consciencerfrdead works to serve
the living God.> Therefore he is the mediator of a new covensmthat those
who are called may receive the promised eternal iretmeet since a death has
occurred that redeems thdrom the transgressions committed under the first
covenant.

There are a number of important phrases here.

First, note the correlation between the blood of Jakesgternal inheritance, and the new
covenant. The NC possesses eternal promises secuttesl lidgadd of Jesus. Soin a
summary statement the blood of Jesus is the blood efténeal covenant. That is easy
enough to fit together. Oh, but it’s deeper...



Look again at 9:11. But when Jesus appeared as a highgiribe good things that

have come, then through the greater and more perféedimesre is that greater tent?
Here comes a clue] (not made with hands, that ispinibiis creation) he entered once for
all into the holy places, not by the means of the blofogbats and calves but by means of
his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.”

Answer this question: By what means did Jesus enter heaven?
Answer: by the means of his own blood.

Answer this question: When did he enter heaven? WaseihWwe died? Or was it when
he ascended? 9:24 answers the question by telling us whexr@dw.

4For Christ has entered, not into holy places made heitits, which are copies
of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appethe presence of God on
our behalf.

There is one more link we have to make before | can mmkpoint. Go back to 9:12.
What did the blood of Jesus secure? The answer ig detured an eternal redemption.
Look at 9:15. How is Jesus the mediator of a newmtaw® The answer is in the
phrase, “since a death has occurred that redeems us.”

Here is the million dollar question: How do you know thme tleath of Jesus was
sufficient for securing an eternal redemption, ratifyingea covenant, and purchasing an
eternal inheritance?

Because Jesus was allowed into the presence of God hioygeéans of his blood (v.11-
12). And the only way you and | can know that the bloloel death was sufficient is in
the resurrection. “The God of peace, who brought agam the dead by the blood of
the eternal covenant...” (13:20).

That which chapter 9 taught by implication — chapter 13 makgekcit. The resurrection
was by means of the blood of the covenant becaudsdbd that secured the new
covenant was sufficient for gaining access into the $iodieall places — heaven itself.
There Jesus still sits as the great high priest wHoewer die. Thus, his redemption is
eternal, his covenant is eternal, his inheritanceéeisial and his promises are eternal.

Look at...

Hebrews 7:23 (ESV)

ZThe former priests were many in number, because tkey prevented by death
from continuing in officé*but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he
continues forever> Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost thiose
draw near to God through him, since he always lives to iméecession for

them.

Here is how the logic was working for the writer of iHalss when he started 13:20
1. Jesus Christ is the great shepherd of the sheep.
2. As the great shepherd of the sheep, he laid down hietife sheep.



3. God brought him back from the dead.

4. When God brought Jesus back from the dead, He did so bjothe of the
eternal covenant.

5. In bringing Jesus back from the dead by the blood of tmeadteovenant, God
acted as the God of peace.

6. Itis to this kind of a God — a God who makes peace withduple — that | want
to make a request...

You see, the very God who equipped Jesus to do his aillequip you and me to do his
will. That is, He can work in us that which is plewsin His sight.

In order for you and me to live out the will of God insaof obedience, good works,
sharing, etc. there must first be working within. John Brgwt it this way:

“In order to external good works, there must be integnald principles. In order
to conform to the will of God in life, there must tenformity to the will of God
in the heart”

The very same God who raised Jesus from the dead didreedns of the very same
blood that secured the New Covenant promises:

Go to...
Hebrews 10:16 (ESV)

1%“This is the covenant that | will make with them afteose days, declares the
Lord: I will put my laws on their hearts, and write themtheir minds,”

Folks, we had better learn these two verses by heart.

If God is not working in you to fit you with the proper hegou will never be able to
change your behavior.

This is an Inside — Out Gospel

We need to learn how to bring behavior modification igoting heart change.

We need to learn how to address ourselves at the dgessddle level of the heart.
We had better learn how to pray this way:

“Oh God, that you might equip me to do your will with thembers of my body by
working in my heart that which is pleasing in your sight.

Change me at the level of my heart!
The blood of the covenant
= sealed your pardon,
= secured your redemption,
= purchased your inheritance, and
= completes your sanctification



And the proof that it is all a reality is the resuri@ctof Jesus by the blood of the eternal
covenant.

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, % equip you with
everything good that you may do hiswill, working in usthat which ispleasing in his
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.



